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WHEN you've got to go, 
you've got to go — and if 
youve got to go — ‘Go 
Newton’! 

That's the message in 
this colourful fun F-shirt 
promoting Newton Aids 


‘Ltd. The company, which 


ee git ag ti i east tact tte NR att CC ONC CCC OC Te 


is affiliated to The Spastics 
Society, manufactures and 
distributes all kinds of aids 
and appliances for the 
handicapped from wheel- 


chairs to inter-com  sys- 
tems, can now feature in 
your wardrobe. 

The trendy T-shirt, made 
of cotton and Polynosic 
fibre, is white with orange 
and black printed slogan 
and costs £2.25 — less if 
you order in bulk — and 
is obtainable from Newton 
Aids Ltd, 2a Conway 
Street, London W1P 5HE. 
Tel: 01-637-5962. 


HOPES that The 
Spastics Society would 
have a fund - raising 
bonanza in its 25th 
anniversary year might 
be dashed, because so 
much of the national 
charity effort is being 
directed to raise money 
for the Queen’s Silver 
Jubilee Appeal. 

Now the Society — 
which is loyally behind the 
efforts of the nation to 
show its appreciation of 
the Queen’s reign — is 
hoping that some of the 
money raised by the Jubi- 
lee Appeal will be used to 
help projects for spastics. 

Even. before Prince 
Charles appeared on TV 
last week to launch the 
national campaign to raise 
funds for the Appeal, with 
its emphasis on supporting 
youth projects, society 
workers in the regions were 


‘facing problems in organis- 


ing events to raise income 
for the society. 

Many potential helpers were 
involved with Jubilee Appeal 
events; many community lead- 
ers were involved in running 
the local campaigns; many 
Jubilee activities were already 
planned, and in a time of eco- 
nomic stringency when there is 
only so much money available 
for charitable giving it, was 


feared that fund-raising for 
the Saciety and its ~ local 
groups might suffer. 

But Michael Brophy, the 


Society's Chief Fund Raising 
Executive points out: that one 
of the ‘Queen’s Jubilee Trust’s 


Ennals gives 


£2 more for 
mobility 


AS from: November the 
Mobility Allowance for 
the disabled will be 
increased by £2 to £7 a 
week. This was con- 
firmed in the Commons 
last week by Mr David 
Ennals, Social Services 
Secretary. 

Reaffirming the decision 
io phase out. the invalid 
tricycle, he said owners 
would be able to . keep 
their machines until 1982 or 
1983. when parts and 
replacement vehicles were 
no jonger available. Many 
trikes then in use would 
last for years longer. 

The mobility allowance 
had been designed to help 
a far wider range of people, 
without discriminating 
‘between those who could 
drive and those who could 
not. Eventually the. new 
allowance would help 
about 100,000 people who 
previously had no mobility 
help at all. 


For the Opposition, 
‘shadow’ Minister Mr 
Patrick Jenkin urged Mr 
Ennals to ,think again 


about phasing out the trike 
before adequate alternatives 
were available. It affected 
the newly and young dis- 
abled and by the end of the 
five-year phasing out period 
thousands more would be 
‘grounded.’ 


Open to 


Trike drivers will 
canvass |) counties 


OVER = 333,000 people 
have signed a petition call- 
ing for the reinstatement of 
the invalid car, which the 
Government axed and 
which, it is claimed, will 
result in thousands of dis- 
abled people being denied 
opportunities to work, inte- 
grate, and lead fruitful lives 
in the future. It is believed 
tio be the biggest mass 
petition ever organised by 
disabled drivers. 


The petition is being co- 
ordinated by the National 
Invalid Vehicle Reprieve 


Action Group, and has been 


organised by many groups, 
clubs and societies through- 
out Britain. Starting from 


Peterborough, a team of dis- 
abled drivers will commence a 
marathon which will take the 


THE Spastics Society is hold- 
ing an Art Exhibition at the 
Royal Academy, Burlington 
House, London, on July 28. 
Entries must be sent to the 
Society’s headquarters no later 
than June 15. The exhibition 
is open to all handicapped 
people no matter what their 
disability; and entry forms are 
obtainable from Miss Y. Wyn- 
Richards, The Spastics Society, 
12 Park Crescent,- London 
WIN 4EQ. 


all | 


petition on a 1,000 mile jour- 
ney through 15 counties, 
gathering — the 
petition forms. 

it will culminate at  Bir- 
mingham, where a mass rally 
will be held at the Civic Centre 
on Saturday, May 28. 


The. petition will be pre- 
sented to Mr David Ennals, 
Secretary of State for Social 


Services. at a later meeting in 
London. 


Commons lobby — see page 5. | 


hundreds of - 


money and helpers 


aims is to help charities with 
money from the fund. 

‘There are two ways of 
going about it — the national 


-society is asking for money 


for four national projects but 
on the local level volunteer 
groups can also apply for their 
own projects,’ 

He says that groups should 
write a letter of application for 
funds for specific projects con- 
cerned with youth to the Lord 
Lieutenant of their county. 
‘If the money is needed now. 
I'm told it is in the fund 
all ready and waiting.’ 


Right for size... 


LEICESTERSHIRE police 
cadet, Alison Pittam, lets 
Cheryl Bearman, of 
Chesterfield, try her hat for 
size. Cheryl’s parents were 
among the 300-plus dele- 
gates to the Society’s Mid- 
lands Regional Conference 
at Leicester, and Alison 
was one of the volunteers 
who helped care for the 
handicapped during the 
day. Full report on page 
11. 
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County finds places for 
The Mount children 


NOTTINGHAM County Council has come to the rescue 
of families affected by the closure of the Society’s family 
help unit; The Mount, which provided short stay care and 
nursery school facilities for local spastic children. 

As reported in last month’s Spastics News, the Society was 
forced to shut down the centre on April 5 because of inflation 


and continually rising costs. 


Cut-backs in local authority spend- 


ing meant there was less money available for sponsoring children 
at The Mount, and the Society had to meet a deficit on running 


costs of £40,000 a year. 


Now the authority has managed to place most of the child- 


ren who attended The Mount’s nursery school, 


Some will be 


going to special schools in the area while others are to attend 
county council nurseries, and one very severely handicapped child 


will. probably go into hospital care. 


All these placings were 


arranged after the council’s specially qualified teachers had 


interviewed parents and children. 


The Society is looking into the possibility of using The 
Mount as a residential school for severely-handicapped spastic 


children, 
education authorities. 


which would attract financial support 


from local 


Ingenious ways have been 
found in some regions to in- 
troduce an element of fund 
raising for spastics into big 
Jubilee Appeal activities, ‘Lit- 
ter picks’, for instance, where 
youngsters -will be sponsored 
for spastics’ funds to pick up 
litter at Jubilee events. Then 
there are the activities organ- 
ised to raise money for the 
Society’s Silver Jubilee — 
which is this year too — but 
where some part of the money 
raised: by people taking part 
will go to the Queen’s fund. A 
Silver Jubilee Knock-Out’ for 


RESEARCH 
& SERVICE 


i The Newton 
(Dshrinker 


SS SE 3 : Seas 
We spend a lot of time designing the weight out of our 
wheelchairs — but not the strength, Only special skills, and 
years of experience with rust free aluminium alloy ~as used in 
aircraft + has made it possible to get down to an astonishing 
30lb, And we are stickers for precision engineering. Every nut 
and bolt along the line is checked, and then we check it over 
again, We have to. After all we have a reputation for quality, 
Furthermore, wheels, side panels and footrests are all 
detachable, Ideal for travel or storage in most car boots, 
No wonder Néwton export more lightweight wheelchairs than 
any other UK manufacturer. 


You,will love a Newton, 


Newton Aids Lid 
Dept, N11/SN 
2a Conway Street, London W1P SHE 


Telephone; 01-637 5962 
When only the best will dogo Newton 


instance, where two of the 
games will be sponsored for 
the appeal, 

The children of Woodford 
Green Preparatory School im 
Essex came up with a glitters 
ing idea too. They ran a cams 
paign called ‘Silver jobs for 
Silver Jubilee’, and showed 
their loyalty to the Queen by 
doing tasks such as cleaning 
silver for silver coinage. They 
raised £430, which they will 
put towards the running costé 
during June -—— the Jubilee 


Cont. on page 12. 
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Are you being served? Or 


just helping yourself? 


WORKMEN on the premi- 
ses- beside The Spastic 
Society’s shop in Barnsley 
had grown quite used to 
hearing the manageress, 
Diana Crossfield, bursting 
into song before she opened 
up for the day. They were 
amazed, however, to hear 
the famous ‘Mimi’ aria 
from ‘La Boheme’ bril- 
liantly sung in_ flowing 
Italian, issuing from the 
shop door. 


In fact it was one of ‘the 
eustomers, none other than 
Yorkshire opera singer Chris- 
jine Clarke, Chatting over the 
counter had revealed a mutual 
passion for “La Boheme,’ and 
so Miss Clarke gave Diana a 
brief performance free of 
charge. Diana related this 
anecdote to Sue Slocombe, the 
North East Area Shops Super-_ 


>. visor, 
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the run of 
the house 


if for any reason you have problems 


getting up and down stairs, the Doole 
Stairlift can start a new way of living, 


fe can be used by anyone with ease, 


or the stairs can be used in the normal 


way. 
With the flush to the floor platform 


and concealed electric mechanism you'd 


hardly know it was there, 


“The spacious platform accommodates 
_ 2 wheelchair or a tip-up seat, 


Installation is quick and convenient. 
first Dooley Stairlifts were installed 


13 years ago — our experience ensures 


a superior product, 


doo 


For details telep hone 

(0262) 77447, Se ee 

os lifts, Lancaster Road, Carnaby Industrial ase tlh tors 
ay 
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York 
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TYME MUSIC LTD 


Travelling extensively as she 
does, Sue has discovered quite 
a few hidden talents among 
the manageresses, Patricia 
O'Hara of the Redcar shop, 
found her spirits becoming 
increasingly dampened as the 
hole in the -premises’ roof 
steadily increased and the land- 
lord repeatedly failed to do 
anything about it. So one fine 
Sunday, armed with a bucket 
of cement, some second-hand 
slates, a ladder and -her. hus- 


band to hold it steady, she- 


decided to do the job herself. 


Watertight 


_ She not only retiled the con- 
siderable hole but cemented 
some of the roof ridging—all 


at a-quite dizzy height above 


ground. -And proof of her 
success is watertight—the roof 
has stood up to several heavy 
storms without Jetting in so 
much as a little leak. 
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: Specialists in 


Guitar and Amplification 
for Professionals and 
ae Beginners 


Repairs undertaken to any instrument 


% Department of Education Members welcomed 


30 Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts 


Tel : Hemel Hempstead 65322 


FAG 


SN May7 


BEARINGS BALL — CYLINDRICAL, 
SPHERICAL AND TAPER, 

~ ROLLER — THRUST AND 
PLUMMER BLOCKS 


FAG BEARING CO. LTD. 


WOMBOURNE, WOLVERHAMPTON, 
STAFFS WV5 8AF. 


Telephone : Wombourne 4114 (20 lines) 
Telex 33214 


Branches Aberdeen, 


Dundee, 


at: 


Belfast, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 


Coventry, 
London, 


Birmingham, 


Leeds, Liverpool, 


Manchester, Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Newport, Sheffield, 
_ Stoke, Swansea, Wednesbury and Wolverhampton. 


SN May! 


In fact Pat is offering to help 
out other manageresses with 
the same problem, ‘Tell them,’ 
she said to Sue, ‘that I have 
the cement and will travel!’ 

The Redcar shop is not only 
respected for its roof but also 
its food. Like many other 
shops, Leeds and Harrogate for 
instance, fund-raising also 
takes the form of serving coffee 
and cakes—especially on slow 
days. d 

Leeds ‘and Harrogate are 
able to 4t out tables and 
chairs with soft music in the 
background in a small back 
room. At Redcar, trading is 
halted for a few hours while 
the whole shop is given over 
to the refreshments which are 


Sue Slocombe 


supplied by the shop staff. . So 
highly thought. of is the 
quality, that they recently 
received a private catering 
order for a party. 

Redcar was also the shop 
which inherited a jumble. sale 
when a jumble sale organiser, 
having paid for a hall and 
collected the goods, was let 


Foster parents 


get cash aid 


SOME of the cost of caring 
for handicapped children is to 
be taken off the families who 
choose to foster them. Des- 
pite cut-backs in Government 
spending, attendance allow- 
ances varying from £8.15 to 
£12.20 depending on the 
severity of the disability and 
the Jevel of continuous care 
required, are to be paid to 
couples voluntarily fostering 
disabled children. 

At present, by law, only the 
child’s own parents qualify for 
the weekly. allowance and 
cases have come to light of 
local authorities making 
special allowances to foster 
parents only for the .parents to 
find the grant being taxed. 

It is hoped the State allow- 
ances will become available 
from September onwards and 
over 300 families will benefit 
from the concession, estimated 
to be worth £200,000 a year. 


PREGNANCY 
TESTS 


British Pregnancy Advisory Service is 
registered 


a non-profit making 
Charitable Trust. 


Birmingham 021-643 
Brighton 0273 509726 
Cardiff 0222 372389 
Chester 0244 27113 
Leeds 0532 443861 
Liverpool 051-227 372) 
London 01-222 0985 
Manchester 061-236 7777 
Sheffield 0742 738326 
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down at the Jast minute by her 


helpers. She offered |. the 
jumble sale in its entirety to 
Mrs O’Hara, who did not 


admit that she had-no helpers 
to hand either. 

Instead, with her husband 
and daughter Biddy, she 
opened the jumble sale bang on 
time, selling £15 worth of 
jumble, with the articles left 
over going to the shop for sell- 


ing Jater. It was, said Mrs 
O’Hara wryly, ‘The only time 
I've ever come _ into. an 
inheritance,’ 

Harrogate and Hull have 
beem organising a series of 
Saturday sales to tide them 


over the winter sales ‘blues’ 
and each week a different 
article is featured, such as 
books or baby goods. Harro- 
gate’s button sale brought in 
£35 which, commented Sue, is 
‘Going some in penny buttons!’ 
With the coming of summer 
there is also the disappear- 
ance of the winter shoplifter. 
For some reason, says Sue, 
shoplifting is apparently more 
prevalent during the winter 
than summer months. ‘We are 
coming to the end of another 
season of tales of “accidental 
non-payment”.’ 


Funny side 


But, she says, 
has its funny side. 


the situation 
‘A man 


‘came into the Leeds shop in a 


tatty overcoat and walked out 
with a nearly new one. When 
the manageress had time to 
check her suspicions in the 
men’s section sure enough, 
there was the tatty one left over 
the rail. That, she thought, is 
the last we'll see of him. She 
was. wrong. Next day he 
returned coatless, explaining 
he'd left his coat in the shop 
the day before and could he 
please have it back! 

‘Another lady was quietly dis- 
robing in the back of the Red- 
car. shop in order to. replace 
her shabby dress with a bigh- 
quality one—without paying— 
until another customer warned 
the busy manageress, 

‘Most manageresses,’ 
plained Sue, ‘get to know— 
and sometimes love — their 
shoplifters and their prefer- 
ences, The Hull ~ shop’s 
favourite has a. special. liking 
for blue undies, but takes 
impartially from the three 
charity shops im the vicinity. 
She brought a blue dress INTO 
the shop the other day and 
asked if we would buy it. We 
refused and after she’d gone we 
learnt she'd just stolen the 
dress from the Save the Child- 
ren shop nearby!’ 


eX- 


DO YOU eat, read, watch TV, 
sitting up, relaxed and 


blissfully comfortable ? 


TRIPILLOW USERS DO! 


For full details of the TRIPILLOW and 
other new products, 
NOW. 


send us your coupon 
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It's too embarrassing 


NOT to talk about 


I'VE written about all the 
taboo subjects except, so 
far, this, said well-known 
journalist Marjorie Proops 


speaking at he _ Press 
launch of a_newly-pub- 
lished book on incontin- 


ence. 

It is precisely because it has 
been an unmentionable subject 
for far too jong that many 
people—for instance the dis- 
abled, the elderly, women with 
post-natal bladder problems 
and school-age youngsters who 
still wet the bed—have suffered 
unnecessary distress instead of 
seeking help. 


‘Incontinence’ by Dorothy 


Mandelstam aims to overcome 
the embarrassment surround- 
ing the subject. 


Talks his way to success 


The author, 


who is a qualified) social 
worker and physiotherapist 
working as_ incontinence 
adviser to the Disabled Living 
Foundation, sets out clearly in 
layman’s terms the basic causes 
of incontinence, how they 
affect different people and how 
they can be treated. The book 
also describes a wide range of 
appliances, clothing, methods 
and items which make it easier 
to cope with the condition. 


‘Incontinence, by Dorothy 
Mandelstam MCSP Dip Soc Sc, 
is published for the Disabled 
Living Foundation by Heine- 
mann Health Books. Price 
£1.75. Obtainable from book- 
sellers or (cash with order) 
from the Disabled .Living 
Foundation, 346 Kensington 
High Street, London W14 8NS, 


JIM JACKSON with his award for being the best - 


speaker in Britain. 


JIM Jackson, general secretary 


of the Cumbria Spastics 
Society, makes about 50 
speeches a year on behalf of 


his group, and his voice-is con- 
stantly heard on Radio Car- 
liste, putting the case for better 
provision for the disabled. 
Since he became general 


secretary four years ago, his 


efforts have been an important 
factor in the setting up of four 
new fund-raising 
throughout the county, and in 
his group becoming the best 
known. and most: dynamic vol- 
untary _ organisation for 
disabled in Cumbria. 


Jim. is also a member of the 


Annan Speakers’ Club and this 
year he decided to see how 
good his ‘gift of the gab’ was 
by entering the Association of 
Speakers’ Clubs annual com- 
petition. The result? He has 
won the association’s coveted 


award for béing the best 
speaker in Britain. 
On April 16, at Glasgow, 


he competed for the national 


title against the five other dis- 
trict. champions, with a six- 


branches — 


the | 


To: TRIPILLOW, i 
CONCRAIG HOLDINGS. LTD, 
55 PALL MALL, LONDON swt. 
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minute speech entitled ‘Mys- 
tery’. As Jim says: ‘The great 
moment arrived, and so did my 
terror. Before me — a sea of 


400 faces. Beneath me — my : 


legs shaking uncontroHably.” 


His . voice, however, ob- 


viously” did not shake and. Jim 


1977 


received a tremendous - recep- = 


tion when the judges declared — 


him -1977’s champion speaker. 
_ The award, is .a superb piece — 


of engineering sculpture. con- 
structed from’ parts of a. Rolls- 
Royce Phantom engine. — 
Jim’s many friends een ape 
out the Spastics Society will 
congratulate him on this fine- 


achievement; and spastics and — 


their families in Cumbria will — 


look forward to his talents | a 


raising even more money to — 
enable the Cumbria SEAS 
Society to meet. ‘the Géficit on- 
their residential honie. CaS Bai 


ceugh Hall) and to pay for 


the much needed expansion of 
the group’s social work  ser- 
vice. 


‘Nigel Smith 
Picture: ‘Cumberland News- 
papers Ltd. 


ee 


% %& SAR 


——<$ 


OP ese ees eesoeneeaweaperedes 


ADDRESS One e00e¥ eeeeees éeaue¥aevenevetvens 
eo sscerrtuses POSTCODE? iresiacssis 
i Tel: 01-839 4216/7 
: SN Mayl7 


5 MAY 1977 


ae ee 


THERE. is a ‘hot line’ 
between The Spastics 
Society’s Oakwood 
Further Education 
Centre at Kelvedon 


‘and Essex University, 


15 miles away. It is a 
link which could make 
all the difference for 


mputer Is 
udents follow Dick's example 


News will recall that Dick, who 
has an IQ of 150 which put 
him up in the genius rating, 
but is extremely physically 
handicapped, won the Society’s 
first Achievement Award five 
years ago. Where he led, other 
physically _ handicapped 
students now follow, 


There are two computer 
terminals at Oakwood linked 
to the University’s computer, 


range in age from 18 to 50 and 
their handicaps include polio, 
muscular dystrophy, multiple 
sclerosis, TB, epilepsy 
rheumatoid arthritis and 
deafness, 


As Ken Munday, a lecturer 
in Computer Science at Chel- 
mer Institute, one of the course 
tutors, pointed out: ‘Physical 
disability is not so much of a 
handicap in this type of career 


key 


Lecturers for the 18-week 
course are drawn jointly from 
the Chelmer Institute and the 
Colchester College of Higher 
Education. There are two 
three-hour sessions each day 
and the students are already 
through a third of the course. 

‘There are two aspects,’ 
explained Ken, ‘the first is to 
ground them in COBOL, the 
language of computer pro- 


. - and one has a specially adap- because computer program- amming, and then we go on 
eight students, vari ted°electronic keyboard for the ming is mainly a mental to the commercial applications, 
ously handicapped, more disabled students, They process.’ the actual programming.’ 


their aim to Schieve 
independent careers. 
For they are taking an 
intensive course in COBOL 
computer programming. 
The British, _ Computer 
Society’s Specialist Group 


There will be no ‘final’ exam. 
Instead a local firm has sup- 
plied an actual job, their pay 
roll programme, 

David Mullis, 18, the only 
spastic on the course, came to 
Oakwood last September hop- 
ing to do computer program- 


for ‘the. Disabled, along ming. ‘And when I finish here 
with’ the Government's (ll be hoping to get a job as 
portu a computer programmer near 

per cee th ai my home in Worcester. The 
she aistg oe idea of going out to work 


as the first: major step in 
the specialist group’s plan 
to select, train and phase 
disabled. people into 
employment . as computer 
programmers and systems 
analysts. 

The formation, by the 
British Computer Society. of 
the Specialist Group for the 
Disabled, was the direct result 
of Dick Boydell’s achievements 


appeals to me, especially from 
the social side. 

‘If I. was to work at homé 
it would be difficult to get out, 
there’s no one of my own age 
around and I tend to be with 
the previous generation all the 
time,’ he said. ' 

The adapted keyboard ‘and 
word store developed by Brian 
Wilby, a research worker in 
computer science at Essex 
University, with its extra aids, 


SPASTICS NEWS 


future 


THE specially adapted electronic keyboard makes all the 
difference to Dayid Mullis, seen here with course lecturer 


Ken Munday. 


weeks looking for a job so I 
wanted to get down to hard 
work when I came here, and 
intensive as the course is, I’m 
not complaining. It’s geared 


to catch up on I can work in 
the evening without being 
exhausted by travelling,’ 

Alan Lewcock, of London, 
wryly admitted to finding the 


as a Se Be ee is of special value to David. towards employment. Another _ routine of studying a bit tough 
Ree tection We full EDWARD Doherty, principal of Oakwood Further f ae x pe nance rae ay of ep elk the ge A te gers 

suc appl 3 . ord, had also always en ine ° ‘For 18 years I hadn’t done 
membership’ of «the BCS. Education Centre, when asked what the job prospects intertetad «tai Sovenpate: Pao ential 


Subsequently the, BCS made 
Dick their first honorary 
member. 


Regular readers of Spasties 


LUNCHTIME . offers. a 


were for his computer course students: ‘Ah—that’s a good 


question!” 


But an upswing in the economy could see 


commerce crying out for computer programmers where 
the emphasis is on mental and not physical ability. 


welcome respite from the hard slog for David Mullis, Andy 


gramming. ‘I had spent six 


‘If there is a backlog of work 


Cont. on page 4 
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BEC PORTABLE ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 


‘CATER FOR YOU 


With a BEC Standard Control box, you can handle 
a BEC portable electric wheelchair. 


[t's easy to use... . and it means ‘independence’. 

BEC ‘Standard Control’ box gives a fixed, constant speed 
when the joystick is pushed forward. So it's @ 
positive help in cases of spasticity or strokes 
where co-ordination is difficult. 


3 


Gray and sane ae ‘But we’re not complaining — we enjoy it, they say. To help further, BEC wheelchairs 
are available with left or right» 


hand ‘Standard Control’ boxes, 


See how a BEC ‘Standard 
Control’ box can bring 
independence to hand, 


from 


f 2 6 5 plus V.A.T. 


FREE FROM V.A.T. WITHA 
DOCTOR'S CERTIFICATE 


PROPORTIONAL CONTROL 
ALSO AVAILABLE. 


Complete the coupon for full details of 
the BEC portable electric wheelchair range, 
7 


BIDDLE ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 


103, Stourbridge Road, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS, B63 3UB. 
Tel: 021-550 7326 


C] Please send brochures and price list, 
| Please arrange for demonstration (without obligation). 
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at Oakwood, computer pro- 
gramming for the Ford Motor Company, for whom he works, j 


A FAMILIAR sight—Dick Boydell at work in his room 
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Raised money while 
he was plastered 
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Advice at home | 


for Mancunians 


DISABLED people with con- 
sumer problems in the Man- 
chester area can now receive 
advice in their own homes. 
of the 12 consumer 
advice centres -run by the 
Greater Manchester Council 
has a peripatetic adviser who 
will make home visits. 

The area includes such towns 
as Bolton, Rochdale, Oldham, 
Wigan and Stockport. 
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MATTHEW _ Bean, 
Wemyss, Fife, has a shrewd 
head for business. 


After a foot operation 
had made him sympathetic 
to the problems of child- 
ren who are permanently 
disabled, he decided to help 
by selling “advertising 
space” on his plaster cast. 
By charging a small sum 
for each signature’ he 
raised £53, for the Scot- 
tish Council for Spastics. 

Picture: Glasgow Herald. 
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WINDOW 
ON WALES 


by Emlyn Davies 


Students happy show 
—III give it ten 


A GROUP of students 
from Cambridge University 
came to Swansea to do a 
series of concerts to enter- 
tain handicapped and other 
disadvantaged groups of 
people in the city. 

Each year the Cam- 
bridge Light Entertainment 
Group choose a city in the 
UK and spend a week 
entertaining people with 


Mansion House 
coffee morning 


EACH year the Cardiff group 
are offered the facilities of the 
Mansion House in Cardiff by 
courtesy of the Lord Mayor. 

This year’s coffee morning 
was extremely successful. and 
resulted in £60 being raised to 
help maintain the Cardiff Day 
Centre run by Cardiff and Dis- 
trict Spastics Association. 

The Cardiff Group are, I 
know, extremely indebted to 
the Lord Mayor for once again 
allowing them to use the 
Mansion House and to his staff 
for serving the coffee and 
biscuits. 

We must not forget all the 
work put in by the members 
of the committee towards mak- 
ing it a very successful morn- 
ing. 


For quality and value, you 
: can’t beat Woolies. | 


: 
; 
: 
£ 


Come to Woolies for all your household 
~~ needs: for toiletries: furniture; soft furnishings: 


haberdashery; food; D.1.Y.; audio equipment: 
records and tapes: and so many other things. 
With over 1,000 Woolworth and Woolco 
stores around Britain, there's one near you. 
All with Woolworth value for money. 


Which really makes shopping there 


worthwhile. 


/ 


Wonderful Value. Great Quality. 


At Woolworth & Woolco. 


If you live near a Shoppers World Store 
a catalogue Is available. 
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their songs and ‘cabaret. 

Michael Raw, chairman of 
the group, told me that they 
intended to spend 10 days in 
Swansea and one of their first 
shows was to be given to the 
workers and those who attend 
the Day Centre at Swansea’s 
‘Longfields’ Spastics Centre. 

[ saw part of the show and 
it did, indeed;. create a very 
happy atntosphere’ with ‘good 
entertainment value. I would 
most certainly give it 10, 


Magnificent start 


RHUDDLAN Delyn 
Spastics Group have not held 


and 


a Flag Day before, but their 
first was an outstanding success 
with the Rhyl Group collecting 
over £400 and the Mold Group 
nearly £200. 

For a first try L think. this 
is magnificent. The future cer- 
tainly looks rosy for these two 
groups in their efforts to im- 
prove the lives of spastics in 
their locality. 


Computer 


Cont. from page 3. 


much except stagnate so get- 
my brain going again 
came hard!’ he said. But many 


students echoed 18-year-old 
Andy Gray of Southend’s 


comment: ‘Its also interesting, 
you fose track of time!’ 


There is only one woman on 
the course, Sheila Butcher, and 
she got there through a mix- 


REELED OLLI! DD OELLL ILL DELL OIL LIS LLY. 


ALAN Lewcock—glad to 
be using his brain again. 


ture of fluke, luck, and sheer 
persistence, 

‘I was listening to the Jimmy 
Young Show on the radio one 
day when all this was men- 
tioned by someone from the 
British Computer: Society. J 
wrote off immediately asking 
for the address, waited weeks 
and weeks and eventually rang 
them up.” I’m glad I did, I'm 
enjoying it. 

Sheila’s home is in a tiny 
hamlet called  Stoford near 
Salisbury, Wilts. ‘I had been 
trying for a couple of years to 
get work locally and there was 
nothing suitable. I’m a widow 
and my three children are al] 
grown-up so I was very pleased 
to come here where there is a 
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All welcome at 


Endeavour club 


COLWYN Bay. is the location 
for a new club to help handi- 
capped people in the locality. 

It is. called the Endeavour 
Club and among its life mém- 


bers are Lord Snowdon and 


skating star-John Curry. 

The aim of the club is to 
offer recreational facilities to 
all members of the public and 
to include as well as disabled, 
able-bodied members-and their 
families. 


The club meets each Wed- 


Small in number, 
big in effort 


THE Friends of Mena House, 
Penarth, may be small in num- 
ber, but their efforts certainly 
are not small. 


Last month they raised 
nearly £45 from a coffee even- 
ing held at the society’s hostel 
in Penarth and followed this up 
with a stall at Penarth’s Charity 
Fair. From the stall, bags, 
Christmas cards, jewellery, ete, 
were sold and raised nearly £390. 

As a result of taking part at 
the fair, which was opened by 
Bill Warren of ‘Crossroads’ 
fame, the group have been in- 
vited to participate in Penarth’s 
Charity Week during June. 


is key to their future 


TUNING 
Young’s BBC Radio pro- 


into Jimmy 
gramme furned Sheila 
Butcher on to computer 
programming. 


nesday at the Old Pavilion, 
Eirlas Park, Colwyn. Bay. 

Colwyn Bay and’ District 
Spastics Society has recently 
donated £100 towards, an | am- 
bulance van which will ‘help 
those more severely. disabled 
residents of Colwyn Bay attend 
this Endeavour Club. 

We wish them every success, 
and if! anyone is ‘interested in 
joining or requires more in- 
formation they should contact 
the secretary, Mrs Audrey Day, 
Estyn Heights, Bryn Estyn 
Close, Deganwy (phone 84296). 


Monty to Big Ben 


SOLDIERS from _ Bassing- 
bourn Camp, near Royston, 
Hertfordshire, have raised 


£100 for The Society’s Meld- 


reth Manor School at nearby | 


Melbourn with a sponsored 
run. Corporal. T. Farrow, Cor- 
poral P. Oakes, Sergeant C: 
Davies and Corporal S. Raines 
ran from ‘Monty’s Tank’ out- 
side their depot to Big Ben in 
London in urder six hours: 


Wheelchair check 


THE International Organisa- 
tion for Standardisation (ISO) 
is setting up a secretariat in 
Stockholm which will handle 
questions concerning standardi- 
sation of wheelchairs. 


——_——e 


FIVE out of the eight 


students are wheelchair- 
bound like David Mullis 


and Andy Gray. ~ 


course suitable for the dis-- 


abled, 
‘I think they’re doing a jolly 
good job of helping everyone 


~ overcome their disabilities.’ 


By coincidence — Sheila’s 
daughter, Diana, is also a-com- 
puter programmer. ‘I think 
the children were rather 
amused to hear that | 
going to become a_ student. 
Now of course my aim is to 
get a job and take it from 
there.’ And that, of course. is 
the “question facing not only 


the course students at Ouk- 
wood. 
Said Ken Munday: © “Fen 


years ago there was a terrific 
upsurge in the demand for 


computer programmers, then it - 
dropped off considerably. Now 


it has steadied down to a situa- 
tion where there are roughly 
the right number of COBOL 
computer programmers being 


trained for the jobs available. ~ 
‘If the economy improves— ~ 


although I would very much 
doubt that we would see the 
same kind of dramatic demand 
again—COBOL computer pro- 
grammers will certainly be ia 
demand,” he said. 
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~ disco. 


~ been. 
and I decided I wanted to 


dise 


t 


— buy them.’ 


Ron keeps 


his show 
mobile 


~ BEING a disc jockey isn’t 


just a case of putting on a 
record and throwing a few 
light switches, as 19-year- 
old Ron Cottrell, of Strood, 
Kent, can tell you. Despite 
being an athetoid spastic, 
Ron has been running 
‘Ron’s Discomobile’ which 
has his other great hobby 
racing as _ its 
theme, for the last three 


‘1 was educated at the 
school and a 
couple of weeks ago I went 
‘back there to_ put on a 
1 did my first disco 
at the school when I was 
14 using two _— different 
record players. I’ve always 
interested in music 


be a dise jockey—although 
1 wasn’t paid for my first 
disco, of course. When I 
made up my mind that I 
wanted to be a DJ my 
father made me a unit,’ he 


==>. explained. 


Professional 


‘T eventually wore that out 


and in 1974 1 started buying 
- professional equipment. 


Now 
I have about £1,000 worth of 
gear, with record deck, ampli- 
fiers and so on. The light 
show is ‘home-made — it’s 
based on motor racing with 


traffic lights, revolving. lights 


But I don’t use 
been 


and “so on. 
strobe lighting — it’s 


ie proved that the bursts of very 


powerful bright light are harm- 

ful and can cause blackouts. 
*Dise jockeys are in business 

to give people pleasure, not 


harm them, and I take being a 

jockey very seriously. © 
‘Being a disc jockey is a lot 

of hard work, 


There is the 
equipment to look afiter and 
the records to catalogue. Im 
on the mailing lst of one or 
two record companies so I get 
a few discs free—otherwise I 
Ron now has a 
Jibrary >°, come 2,000 singles 
and 70 LP’s, 

"L always ‘carry the top 50 
and | find “commercial soul” 
is the most popular. My own 
favourites are the Beatles and 
the Hollies—the music of ‘the 


early sixties. There is one 
record of funky rock by a 
group called Wild Cherry 


which is a great favourite and 
which I really hate, but if ['m 
asked for it, I grit my teeth 


Member CBI e 

The first and largest National Accident/Major Breakdown recovery 

organisation. After accident or major breakdown immobilisation, we 

take you and your car either home or on to your intended destination 

free. 98% of our recoveries are complete with driver and passengers 

and the average time in getting to our member is less than two hours. 
Can now include a Roadside Repair Service on the Motorways. 


Write NBRC, ‘Freepost’, Bradford BD7 1BR or phone for details 


RON at the controls of his Discomobile with its motor-racing theme, at a recent dance. 


and put it on. After all, ’'m 
being paid to do a job, so my 
likes and dislikes don’t come 
into it. 

Ron is usually out one or 
two times a week putting on his 
show, driven by his father who 
helps him set up the equip- 
ment. Apart from reading 
any special requests or dedica- 
tions, his father leaves Ron to 
get on with the job. 

‘My father reads the dedica- 
tions if necessary but other- 
wise there’s no chat, People 
don’t pay to hear a DJ just 
yapping on. They want music 
to dance to!’ he said. 

Practice has made Ron 
competent and confident when 
it comes to handling the discs 
so he never has to worry that 
his handicap might cause 
problems. ‘I very rarely drop 
a disc!’ 

Like everybody in the enter- 
tainment business Ron’s had 
his downs as well as his ups. 
‘A litthe while ago I was play- 
ing a hall with just three 


Mass lobby 


IN protest against the 
Government decision to 
phase out the invalid 
tricycle without provid- 
ing a.satisfactory 
alternative, the Disabled 
Drivers Joint Liaison 
Committee will be hold- 
ing a mass lobby of MPs 
at the House of Com- 
mons on Tuesday, May 
17, from 2 pm. 

A delegation will 
hand in a letter’ and 
policy statement at 10 


ee eo, 


people: that was really ridicu- 


lous. The functions I most 
enjoy being booked for are 
the Young Farmers’ clubs— 


they’re really a good bunch and 
great fun to play for. I also 
put on a disco in the ser- 
geant’s mess in the local bar- 
racks. 


Hardest 

‘The hardest thing is proving 
that I can do it. By the rules 
of nature because P'm athetoid, 
I shouldn’t be able to, but I 
can and I do. I have a purple 
satin suit made for me by my 
Sister and it’s my ambition to 
make a lot of money and own 


a Rolls or a Bentley.’ 


On a more down-to-earth 
level he wants to take a more 
active part in the local motor 
racing scene and he’s already a 
marshal for one clib. ‘Music 
is my business, motor racing 
my hobby,’ he explained. ‘I’d 
love to be a clerk of the course 
for race meetings. [{ tike 
organising things.’ 


over Trikes 


Downing Street, and 
others taking part are 
aiming to meet indi- 
vidual MPs. Members 
will be asked to pres- 
surise the Government, 
ask questions on behalf 
of the disabled, apply 
for a debate or do any- 
thing they can to help 
the cause. 

Further details may 
be obtained from Ken- ~ 
neth Matheson, 46a 
Hammersmith Grove, 
London W6 EH7. 


National Breakdown Recovery Cub 
THE GET YOU AND YOUR CAR HOME SERVICE 


RECOVERY HOUSE, CLAREMONT, BRADFORD BD7 1BB 
Telephone : 0274 28257 


Underwritten in the London Insurance Market 


now, 
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When he’s not busy with his 
road show and its caravan of 
equipment, he puts in time at 


the local BBC radio station, 
helping out in the record 
library. But he has. no 
ambitions to take to the air 
himself on a big scale. 
‘There’s one thing I would 
like,’ he mused, ‘I’d like to 


meet the Hollies, I’ve met one 
already, Alice Cooper, the 
Osmonds and also John Len- 
non. But my main ambition is 
to make a lot of money and 
have that Bentley or Rolls.’ 


Anyone who would like to 
get in touch with Ron to put 
on a disco should send their 
requests to Spastics News and 
the letters will be forwarded. 


SPASTICS NEWS 


takes to the road Judges face 700 


lentries in prose 
and poetry 


THERE has been a 
magnificent response 
to the Society’s Jubilee 
year literary contest. 
More than 700 entries 
have been received 
from all over Britain, 
the age of the writers 
ranging from eight to 
y 2 2, 


This year for the first 
time the contest was open 
to people with handicaps 
other than cerebral palsy 
and entries have come from 
a wide range of handi- 
capped—those with spina 
bifida or multiple sclerosis, 
polio victims, the blind, the 
deaf and amputees, as well 
as the usual quota of 
spastic writers, spurred to 
greater effort by the extra 
competition. 


Imaginative 


Organiser Mrs. Nina Hey- 
cock told Spastics News that 
she was greatly impressed by 
the imaginative quality, the 
humour and lack of bitterness 
shown in this year’s entries. 
Far from concentrating on their 
own problems, many . writers 
showed a wider concern for the 
state of the world and felt 


there was a desperate need for 
peace and happiness. 


On a more personal level; 
many showed a great desire to 
be treated as ordinary people 
who just happened to be dis- 
abled and there was a warm: 
response to people who took 
the trouble to understand this 
need. - Some entriés reflected 
the sadness of unrequited love 
and an unfulfilled need to give 
as well as réceive affection. 

‘The judges are going to have 
a terribly difficult task,’ .com- 
mented Mrs Heycock, — 


Celebrities 


Winners in the adult prose 
section will be chosen by tele- 
vision personality Robert- 
Robinson, adolescents by Daily 
Express columnist Jean Rook,~ 
and children by broadcaster, 


author and Sun _— columnist 
Clare Rayner. 
The poetry section, which 


has attracted the largest num- 
ber of entries, will be judged- 
as usual by Lady Mary Wilson, 
wife of the former Prime 
Minister. Lady Wilson wii 
also present the prizes, includ~ 
ing, for the first: time, the cup 
which she has donated for the 
poetry winner.. 

The prize-giving ceremony 
will follow a celebration lunch 
for the winners on May 25 at 
Spastics Society headquarters tn 
London. 


Flying when youre disabled 


What sort of facilities can you expect at the airport? 
Do you need to give advance notice of your requirements? 
What is the best way to get to the airport? 

Our free leaflets set out the facts, answer your questions. 
They're there to help you, so we'll be only too glad to send 
you all the copies you need. Please write to Airport Services, 


British Airports Authority, 2, Buckingham 
Gate, London SWIE 6JL— naming the 
airports you're interested in, 
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Heathrow. Gatwick. Stansted. Edinburgh. Glasgow. Prestwick. Aberdeen, 
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6 SPACTICS NEWS 


GERMAN lawyer Klaus Kiesenthal, whose paper was on 
club activities for the handicapped in his country, chats 
over cofiee with Dr D. Williamson, from Hampshire, Dr 
Ronald MacKeith, whose subject was the community 
physician, and Miss Maureen Oswin, the author, whose 
talk was on the handicapped child in hospital. 


picture shows Drs Matar and Hamouri. 
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vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 
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A working steam - powered colliery 
engine at the Museum. 


Other exhibits include a 19th century 

Printing. Shop, where visitors can see 

type set and posters printed; and the 

Shelton Tollhouse, furnished as a 

cottage of about 1870. These and other 

exhibits are described in guide books 
and recorded commentaries. 
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KUWAIT was well-represented at the Seminar and our 


L T D Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 


BLISTS HILL OPEN AIR MUSEUM 


ICPS theme 
looks to 
the future 


ONCE again people 
from all over the world 
gathered to exchange 
ideas at the ICPS con- 
ference held at Univer- 
sity College, Oxford. 
The theme this year 


was ‘Small is beautiful 
— the future of the 
handicapped in urban 
civilisation.’ 

Twenty-four speakers 
discussed aspects of the 
problems of the handi- 
capped in society, though 
not all of them considered 
urban society alone. Ted 
Rhodes, warden of Thorn- 
grove Agricultural Centre, 
eschewed city life and 
showed that integration 
into a rural community is 
sometimes very successful, 
especially where the handi- 
capped make a contribu- 
tion, as do the residents of 
Thorngrove with their 
cultivation of house plants 
and rearing of livestock of 
prizewinning quality. 

By contrast with this picture 
of rural bliss, Leslie Park, 
Executive Director of United 
Cerebral Palsy of New York 
Inc, described the develop- 
ment of a rehabilitation 
campus in Brooklyn. And 
Edwina Baher, a medical 
social worker at the Center for 
Special Education in Bom- 
bay, explained the difficulties 


_ handicapped people experience 


in Bombay. 

Life here, said the speaker, 
can be perilous enough for the 
able-bodied. But far harder 
for the handicapped, perhaps 
wheelchair-bound, perhaps 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages: 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT . 
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OPEN DAILY 
10.00 to 18.00 
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of rehabilitation. 


with no aids at all; and for 
whom integration is practically 
non-existent. 

However in the towns and 
cities of Europe, integration 


is a possibility. Derek Lan- 
caster-Gaye, Director of 
Resources, The Spastics 


Society, showed how special 


MRS Anita Loring, Secre- 
tary of the ICPS, was 
Director of the Oxford 
Seminar which this year 
had the theme: ‘Small is 


Beautiful” Mrs Loring 
chaired the discussion on 
‘The subtleties of social 
acceptance for persons 
labelled as handicapped in 
our society.’ 


THE ICPS President, Prof Adriano Milani, chairing a discussion on community aspects 


housing which does not isolate 
can give the handicapped the 
opportunity of living—as Mr 
Park put it—‘with the dignity 
of risk,’ 

Selwyn Goldsmith, an archi- 
tect at the Department of the 
Environment, showed how get- 


ting about for the disabled can 
be made much easier by means 
of special ramps, privileged 
parking, wide doorways, etc. 

He aroused a certain amount 
of controversy though by say- 
ing that because disabled 
people are a minority, and a 
very diverse one, there can 
never be total access for every- 
body, ¢verywhere. 
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Many speakers ‘examined 
aspects of community care m 
some. ~ detail. Dr Ronald 
MackKeith (Director of the 
Medical Education and Infor- 
mation Unit in London) and 
Dr Jock Anderson (Director of 
the Department of Community 
Medicine at Guy’s Hospital) 
discussed aspects of community 
medicine. 

Margaret Belson (of the 
National Association: for the 
Welfare of Children in Hos- 
pital) showed the film ‘When 
the Bough Breaks’ which 
demonstrates the work of the 
Honeylands Centre in Devon 


‘Continued on page 7 


MISS Munira Al Qatami, a Kuwait physiotherapist, chat- +e 


ting with consultant paediatrician Dr David Morris. Miss 


Al Qatami chaired the discussion on 
accidents to acquired handicaps. 


the relationship of. 4 
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HANS De Rijke, superintendent physiotherapi : 
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Continued from page 6 
vhose support and guidance to 
others of handicapped child- 
in the locality is much 
; Caroline Symonds 
social Services Manager at 
Sussex County Council) 
cussed the contribution of 
cial workers whose job, she 
believed, was not only to offer 
ielp, but to stimulate the com- 
) nity itself to help the handi- 
e/pped rather than rely totally 
Hoon statutory services. 
Monsignor Azzopardi from 
Valta believed that statutory 
ices, however comprehen- 
hye, Can never give adequate 
re to the handicapped 
Ktcause they lack the ele- 
ment of spiritually-inspired 
iptherly love; and Anne- 

aie Mulligan from 


eae 


TED Rhodes, warden of 
lhe Society’s farm, Thorn- 
Ove, in Dorset, empha- 
‘ise:| the success of integra- 


of handicapped people 
irural community. 
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[OHN Boyle and Marnha Carter with Dr Russell Barton, 
irom Rochester, New York, whose talk was on the sub- 
ect: ‘In and Out Problems of residential care.’ 
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Head Office: OAK STREET, NORWICH, Tel: 29337. 


dehumanising and patronising 
forms of institutional care. 
The horrors of institutional 
care for children in long-stay 
hospitals were most movingly 


JAMES Loring, The Spas- 
tics Society’s Director and 


Vice-President of the ICPS, 
spoke on the handicapped 


person in a_ changing 


society. 


described by. Maureen Oswin 
(who works at the Thomas 
Coram Research Unit), and 
Irene Loach (Organiser of the 
Disability Alliance) gave a 
disturbing account of isolated 
handicapped people who, 
although living in their own 
homes, were as remote from 
the community as if they had 
been in institutions. 

She argued for a service to 
help these people claim bene- 
fits to which they are entitled 
but, because of their isolation, 
may not be aware of. 

Peter Townsend, Professor 
of Sociology at the University 
of Essex, also maintained that 
an adequate income for the 
disabled is the first essential 
step to integration. He believed 
that in spite. of current 
economic stringencies, a demo- 
cratic society should ensure 


Lead the field in Patio Doors, Replacement Windows = 
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“ many ways Anglian can improve your living conditions, 
. your home lighter, brighter, warmer. The superb range 
4. #gian products, all manufactured from Satin finish ano-" 
Wteti, aluminium, require no maintenance and will give you a 
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Sanches throughout the country. Consult the Yellow Pages. 


in pre 


ATTENTIVE audience for Dr Margaret Griffiths, locum 


paediatrician in Dudley, West Midlands, and a former 
Executive Council member of The Spastics Society. 


that needy minority groups 
take priority. 

James Loring (Director of 
The Spastics Society) believed 
that the voluntary. organisa- 
tions should take on the role 
of protecting the interests of 
the less able from the jungle 
which a society in economic 


‘decline will almost inevitably 


become. 

He added that if only from 
the economic point of view, 
investment in prevention was 
urgent, and that both volun- 


tary bodies and professionals — 


should press for funds to be 
redeployed to this end. 

He also questioned the some- 
what woolly concepts of inte- 
gration and community care, 
and said that segregation would 
never have taken place if we 
had cultivated the small and 
intimate in favour of large 
organisations. which diminish 
the individual. 

Several people took up the 
theme of prevention of handi- 
cap such as Dr Eva Alberman 


‘(from the Paediatric Research 


Unit at Guy’s Hospital) and 
Professor Doxiadis (from the 
Institute of Child Health in 
Athens) who. discussed is 


application in Greece, 


-Orthopaedische 


Dr Hugh Jackson (a consul- 
tant paediatrician at the Royal 
Victoria Infirmary at New- 
castle upon Tyne) showed a 
series of horrifying 
illustrating how lack of fore- 
sight on the part of architects 
and builders contributes ito 


accidents in the home, which 
are the largest cause of death 
and disablement in the 0-4 age 
group, 

Other excellent papers in- 
cluded ‘Confidentiality in 
Public. Relations’ from Miss 
Morgan, Controller of Personal 
Social Services at The Spastics 
Society, ‘In and Out: Prob- 


slides 


Jems of Residential Care,’ from 
Dr Russell Barton, Director of 


the. Rochester State Hospital 
in. New York; “Theory and 
Practice’ by Kurt Juster from 
Sweden; ‘The Problems of 
Adjusting to Life after Ortho- 
paedic Surgery.” by Professor 
Hans-Henning Matthiass of the 
Universitats- 
klinik in Miinster, West Ger- 
many; and ‘Club Activities of 
the. Handicapped in Germany,’ 
from Klaus Kiesenthal, a 
Jawyer from Cologne, West 
Germany, himself a spastic, 
who organises these clubs as a 
spare time activity. 


tial Homes, Malta, in discussion with Leslie Park, Execu- 
tive Director of United Cerebral Palsy of New York Inc. 
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Precision-made,available single 
or double glazed, Anglian Patio 
Doors will Improve the appear- 


ance of your home, create a 
feeling of spaciousness and 


light. 
Out with those old rust- 


ing or rotting window frames, 
in with superb Anglian Re- 
placement Windows, Many de- 
signs to choose from, a choice 


of single or hermetically sealed 
double glazed units. 


vention 
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MRS Irene Loach, 
Organiser of the Disability 
Alliance, gave a paper on 
the isolation of disabled 
housewives. 


DR Hugh Jackson, a con- 
sultant paediatrician, used 
slides to demonstrate how 
design faults in buildings 
contributed to accidents 
which cripple and kill the 


under-fives 


G5 othe 


MRS Ethel Hansman is the 
United States Treasurer of 


J / 


-book on 


MORTON BOND © 
& CO 


Wallet which 


serves as 
ident aid 


THE Hertfordshire Associ- 
ation for the Disabled has 
designed a personal infor- 
mation wallet which can be 
carried in pocket er hand- 
bag as an identification aid 
in case of accident or 
sudden. illness. 


The wallet, decorated 
with the international dis- 
ability symbol, provides 


space for the user to fill in 
such details as allergies, 
drugs being taken, blood 
group, doctor’s name and 
address, next of kin, ete. 
The wallet is supplied in 
blue, red; maroon, green or 
white. Samples of one set 
cost 15p (send S.A.EB.). 
Groups or organisations 
can order packs of 10 at 
£1.60, 20 at £3:20, 50 at 
£8 or. 100 at £16. Multiple 
packs are usually in mixed 
colours. Prices include 


VAT and P. & P. Avail- 
able ‘from. HWA, Doo 
Townsend 
Albans, Herts, 
Telephone: St 
58810. 


Avenue, St 
Al t>'35G, 
Albans 


Buildings to 
ease problems 


ARCHITECTS, therapists, 
teachers. and social workers 
concerned with physically and 
mentally handicapped children 
will be interested in a new 
‘Environmental 
Design for Handicapped 
Children.’ 

Examples are given of ways 
in which buildings can be used 
to compensate for motor and 
sensory ‘deprivation and to 
facilitate closer contact of staff 
and children for training pro- 
grammes. For cost-conscious 
authorities, the book empha- 
sises the use of standard 
materials and techniques. 

‘Environmental Design for 
Handicapped Children’ by Jim 
Singh Sandhu and Horst Hend- 
ricks-Jansen is published by 
Saxon House, price £9.75. 


Pen pals wanted 


JOHN Turner, of 22 Bysing 
Wood Road, Faversham, Kent, 
would like to hear from any 
girl who is looking for a male 
friend, He is 29 years of age 
and is spastic (slightly). He 
drives his own car and his 
hobbies are collecting match- 
stamps, etc. He lke going to 
box tops, model railways, 
the cinema to see a good film. 
He plays chess and_belongs to 
the Faversham Chess Club. 


GEOFFREY Wilson is a 3l- 
year-old spastic working at the 
Leeds Work Centre and living 
alone. His interests are pop 
music, chess and going out; 
and he would very much like 
a female pen friend. His 
address is 5 East Park Place, 
Leeds 9, West Yorkshire. 


Removals e Deliveries 
Light Haulage, Etc 


Long distance removals to and from 
Birmingham at competitive rates 


FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST 


Tel: 021-706 9302 
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“ 


¥ 


“News about 


zo the 
Spastics Pool 


FINALS of a new darts compe- 
tilion organised by Top Ten 
Promotions Limited and Les 
Best, Vice-Chairman of the 
British Darts ~ Organisation, 
will be held in Plymouth on 
July 10. 

The mixed pairs ~compe- 
tition, open only to residents 
in Devon and Cornwall, has a 
unique feature. Players must 
be related — husbands and 
wives. mothers and sons, 
fathers and daughters. A 
trophy has been donated by the 
BBC radio programme Morn- 
ing Sou’ West, and presenter 
Dick Woodacre will attend 
the finals. 

Proceeds from the compe- 
tition will go to Rockville 
House, a day care centre for 
the severely handicapped in 
South Devon. 


—s nt 


£500 boost for holiday home 


THE Good Neighbours Trust, which is closely associated 
with Top Ten Promotions, recently made a donation of 


| 


Parents turn to Famil 


Fund and find 


understanding 


THE need for the Family Fund is clearly shown in the 
numbers of parents who appeal every week for aid in 
caring for their handicapped children. There are 38,000 
families ‘on the books’ already, but there are between 100 
and 150 new applicants each week, and many subsequent 


requests. 

By the end of 1976, £8 
million had been distribu- 
ted to families through the 
Fund, which aims to help 
special needs posed by the 
problem of. caring for a 
very severely. handicapped 
child under the age of 16. 


At one time, the handicap 


£500 to the Northern Ireland Showbiz Club. The club is 
attempting to raise £30,000 to provide a holiday home 
for mentally handicapped children in the Belfast area. 

Fund raising has been adversely affected by the diffi- 
culties facing the Club in persuading people to attend 
evening shows, 

Picture shows Chris Robson, Top Ten’s supervisor IROS3, 
presenting the Trust’s cheque to Mrs Kathleen McKee, president, 
Northern Ireland Showbiz Club, watched, left to right, by Mrs D. 


had to be of congenital origin. 
but this limitation has been 
dropped, and the Fund is now 
also able to help where the 
child’s handicap- has been 
caused by accident or illness 
after birth. But the handi- 
cap must come within the 
definition of ‘very severe’ as 


Mr D. Small. Chairman, Mrs Hilda Dunbar, collector 
1RO3/207, Mr George Boyd, secretary, and Mrs Boyd. 


VIP to present Bonita s 
wheelchair | 


A NINE-YEAR-OLD handi- 
capped girl, Bonita Elis, of 
Gorkeston, Norfolk, who suffers 
from chronic muscular atrophy, 
will be the happy possessor of 
indoor-outdoor 


wheelchair called Newton 
when it is presented to her 
personally by 
Heath, MP, on May 5. 

The £450 chair has been 
bought for Bonita by regulars 
The Gallon Pot Public 
The money was 
raised in 11. weeks, 


HE R.H. COLE 
GROUP OF 
COMPANIES 


7/15 LANSDOWNE ROAD, 
CROYDON CR9 2HB 


Telephone: 01-686 4411 


laid down by a panel of 
| medical advisers, 


very special 


_ The landlord of the pub, Mr 
Gerry Firth, said: “I haye very 
generous customers.’ 

The Newton E wheelchair 
is a unique design made by 
Newton Aids Ltd, an indepen- 
dent organisation affiliated to 
The Spastics Society. When the 
company heard that Bonita was 
to have the chair, they obtained 
her measurements and realised 
that she was very small and 
that her feet would have diffi- 
culty in reaching the step. 

They put the problem to 
| their factory on The. Dolphin 
Estate, Salisbury, “and ~ the 
result was a brilliantly designed 
footrest which is cushioned, 
| This has been fitted to Bonita’s 
wheelchair and is likely to go 
into production for wheelchair 
users who are similarly small. 


| 
{ 
{ 
| 
i 
{ 
/ 
} 
{ 


ETC STEEL 


(9 lines) 


kit no need to add Sugar | 
PALE ALE — LAGER — BITTER — BARLEY WINE — STOUT — 


CONSTRUCTION LTD 


ELSON WORKS 
ELLESMERE 
a@RrouP SHROPSHIRE 


Tel: Ellesmere 2441 


Superbrew from EDMe 


Superbrew, the complete home brewing 


Mrs E. M. Barnes, assistant 
director of the Fund, explains 
that the Fund was set up in 
1973 at the height of the 
thalidomide campaign. Sir 
Keith Joseph, the then Secre- 
tary of State, recognised that 
the scandal drew attention to 
the needs of an unknown. num- 
ber of other families with 
equally sadly handicapped 
children at home, but with no 
way of getting special financial 
help. 

The millions that have 
already been distributed to 
families is ‘Government 
money’ and separate from the 
cost. of administration, which 
is shared between the Depart- 
ment of Health and Social 
Security and the Joseph Rown- 
tree Memorial Trust which 
undertook to administer the 
Fund, now limited to an 
annual budget of £2 million 
until the end of 1978. 


130 workers 


When a family makes an 
application, the parents are 
usually visited by one of the 
Fund’s own social workers— 
there are 130 throughout the 
UK — but sometimes it is 
necessary to call on local 
authority social workers to 
visit on behalf of the Fund. 
Each family is visited to obtain 
necessary information on need, 
and on the best way the Fund 
can help, and every request is 
considered on its own merits 
within the policy guidelines 
established over the years. 
There is little ‘red tape,’ and 
once the social worker has 
reported, specially trained staff 
at the Fund’s York office can 


- related to the child’s diffic 


Steel framed buildings made 
and erected or supplied for 

customer erection 3 
Write or telephone for details: 


the most experienced name. 


MAY © 


‘ weil 
authorise a grant, or sadly 
inform the family why they 
cannot be helped. i 

There is no ‘means test,’ by 
the Fund does have to justify 
a grant in the light of the 
family’s social and economig 
circumstances. ‘A high’ pro, 
portion of families have a leg 
than. average income, by 
research has shown that he 
Fund is well justified in help. 
ing families on an average 
income where the handj 
creates financial stress. 


Says Mrs Barnes: ‘We we Hk 
not expect to help with items 
which families of reasonabk 
means would expect to provide 
for themselves. The Fund ¢ 
not be used to compensate 
families for having a hap 
capped child, but only to help 
with special needs related to 
that handicap which arg 
beyond a family’s resources 
Obviously, though, the - staf 
prefer to be generous” 


Cash cuts 


At a time of financial cut. 
backs in local government, jf 
is no surprise that social 
services departments, education 
and health authorities, social 
workers and consultants, some: 
times try to use the Fund 4 
provide items which sho 
more properly be provided by 
local authorities. The F 
has to resist this pressure, but 
reluctantly, being only too 
aware that some of the requests 
are genuine top priority. 

But as one of the function 
of the Fund is to gather infor. 
mation about the stresses and 
needs of families, it can some. 
times find some alterna 
source of help. At the 
time, the information 
passed on to the York Un 
sity research team which 
employed ‘by the DHSS 
study the needs of the h 
capped for the Government 

Mrs Barnes says that 
Fund tries to exercise im 
tion and discretion, but 
be sure that there really 
good case for assistance. 
not enough to ask for an- 
which every family—whe 
or not their child is has 


t 


0 


The. need must be 
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in home brewing 


” 


Like all Edme products, the ran i oan 

{ : ge of Superb ats. 

is made by brewers for brewers. These. 4ib kits ™ Capit ae: SOREN ENE Sty: See ea | 

make spies gallons and contain ALL that is necessary in water, add the yeast provided under the "ee g 

o make the required—amount of first-class beer ferment, ; 2 

(barley wine and stout make less). There is no need ; 

to add sugar to make up the quantity and str EDME CONCENTRATES FOR AUGME 

repeat Y y Strength SITING 

oe ee arews This may be done by ‘adjusting the SUPERBREW ; a3 

nt. i 

Edme_ have _incorporated the necessary amount. of A Pera! =e NEO Se noe SsbA Sena na 

proper brewing sugar with the malt and hops f taining ‘the correct balance of malt an s 
re ns forthe d hops, add 

type of beer to be brewed and concentrated them contents of a 2lb tin of the complementary hopped 


to a complete kic, 
concentrate wort, Nothing could be simpler! 


Superbrew — So easy to make — So good to drink. : 
EDME LTD, Mistley, Manningtree, Essex. Telephone : 0206-39 2232 
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~ Integration 
‘from nursery 


_ through to 
adolescence 


DISABLED students were 
playing an _ increasingly 
_important part in the life 
-of local comprehensive 
schools, said Mr D.-C. 
Jones-Davies, Assistant 
Education Officer (Special 
Education), Cleveland 
County Council. He was 
speaking at the Society’s 
North East Regional Con- 
ference held at York 
University in April. 


MR Rodney Brooks, the Society’s Director of Finance, Dr Grace 
Woods, consultant paediatrician, Seacroft Hospital, Leeds, who 
chaired the conference, and Mr Peter Day, chairman of the 
North-East regional co-ordinating committee, study the day’s 
programme. 


A GROUP at the toy library stand includes (left to right) Mrs Margaret Thompson and Mrs Sylvia 
Allerton, of Ryedale Spastics Society, Mrs Jean Lovell, of the Kirkless group, Mrs Groom and Miss 
Yvonne Groom, of Galt Toys, York, Mrs Doreen Wall, and her son David, from Ryedale. 


Mr Jones-Davies said his 
authority was following a 
policy of integration, and run- 
ning special schools for the 
disabled as part of local 
comprehensives. He empha- 
sised early admission to special 
1 schools at three years old or 
) younger, on a part-time basis. 
| He referred to the Court 
| Report which recommended 


the involvement of parents in 

the education of their dis- 
| abled children and stressed 
| ihe need for one service from 
| the nursery right through to 
| adolescence, 


| Finance plea 


The conference was chaired 
il by Dr Grace Woods, Consul- 
i fant Paediatrician at Seacroft 
Hospital, Leeds, and other 
speakers included Mr L. P. : : 
Day, Chairman of the Regional : He said ABOVE: Neil nine, 


alternatives, prevention versus Terry, 


at financial strategy. 


Co-ordinating Committee, Mr ‘Examine the past to improve care. points out an eye-catching 
‘) Rodney Brooks, the Society's the future’ and posed the He also pointed out the design at the Spastics Cards 
if Director of Finance, Mr Brian question ‘How many treasurers plight of disabled children in Stall to his parents (left), Mrs 
1 Roycroft, Director of Social are working on a_ five-year long stay hospitals who rarely a ayes of PRaRICS celal Ltd, 
i) Services for the City of New- plan?’ had visitors, and urged groups 2nd Bars, J. A. Berriman. vir 
4 castle, Mr James Loring, Mr Roycroft urged the con- to take action: more than 6,000 Ferry is chairman and Mrs 
{ Director of The — Spastics ference to encourage County children were in this position. Berriman, secretary of the : = a ie 
f Society and Mr Jan Dawson Councils to provide work for Mr Dawson Shepherd spoke Doncaster iS Aaa eee : =a 
i Shepherd, Executive Council the disabled. Now was _ the on elections to the Executive RIGHT: Mrs Doris Sunpson, = ° { 
" Member and one of ‘the time, due to Gevernment Council, In a plea for es shcputh pao oie i ree ma rks a joy U reunion 
) Society’s four founders. grants and employment democracy, he asked groups to York group, joins ae: dele- . 
| Gave Day reported on the schemes in operation for the submit new, younger candi- sates at the jewellery stall. THERE was a joyful reunion — church hall, which moved to 


year’s work in the region and unemployed. It was curious dates. He emphasised the need a | of old friends at Brighton's ™ore. permanent accommoda- 
paid special tribute to the dedi- that time of high unemploy- for new blood ‘at the top. F : ° n ther Str milion House sdavcenace = an 1957 just beets te 
cation of groups throughout ment was a period best suited The speakers, together with Fnieé Wins ano ee geen: S ainad es Ft entes emigratec o 
the year. He referred in his to set up employment for the Miss. Jane Potterton, the . * : So “e Pete Bs Australia. 
financial report to the need to disabled. Society’s Head of Social Work, op prize a ses! alter 4 years if Later, when the group moved 
increase income in the region. Mr Loring spoke of the and Mr PF. Jagger, Headmaster ERNIE Roberts. winner of the | Australia. into larger premises, the centre 
Mr Brooks said financial dilemma facing the Society on of Hawksworth Hall School, Society's 1974 Achievement _| Dr Guy Hamilton, then was named after the original 
problems must be solved whether to concentrate on pre- joined in an ‘Open Forum, Award, has notched up another practising locally, and his wife founder, 
locally and not centrally in vention of cerebral palsy or Questions co ered educational, prize. His entry of tapes in | started the Brighton, Hove and A group of friends who had 
London. He appealed to local on making the disabled as social and financial matters. the mentally-handicapped sec- | District Spastics Society in helped pioneer the  cenire 
ifeasurers to examine assets independent as possible. He A creche was provided by tion of the ‘Able through dis- | 1954 when their spastic son gathered to welcome the 
and raisé money by careful spoke about research and on the Red Cross to look after ability’ contest run by the | Jeremy~ was a baby. Three Hamiltons, and an apple tree 
Planning and budgeting ahead services to spastics and asked — children while their. parents Muriel Braddick Foundation | years Jater they opened a — was planted in the grounds to 
and recommended a fresh look the conference to consider the were at the meeting, was awarded first prize. ' centre one day a week in a commemorate their visit. 


Designed to teach children to walk through all stages 
of development. Fully adjustable. Made in two sizes. 


For further details contact 


Amesbury 
PONTYGWINDY ESTATE, CAERPHILLY, 
MID-GLAM 
Telephone: 0222 867211 


wishes 


from 


SIN May18 


For Quick, Safe Removals call in the Experts ... 


TRANSPORT 


SOUTH BENFLEET 2352 


ESTABLISHED 1935 


WORLDWIDE 


REMOVALS 


2 STORAGE 


GENERAL HAULAGE 


Anywhere ®° 


Any Time ®° 


Estimates Free 


Fully Insured 


32 GRASMERE ROAD, THUNDERSLEY, 
BENFLEET, ESSEX 
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i a a emnITmEIEnEs arse SUTIN Sica a AT recor MEET ERTIES CTU ISSIR, 
Fverything’s new about 
latest charity shop — 


THE Spastics Society has launched a new line in charity shops 
and very different from the conventional ‘image’ of dingy premix 
ses stocked with piles of clothing and bric-a-brac which have seen — 


Gloucester 
spastics lose 
a champion 


MR William Thomas, the 
founder member and secretary 
of the Gloucester and District 
Spastic Association, died on 
April 17. last, aged 70. 
Although he had been in poor 
health for some time his. death 
was quite unexpected. 

Bill Thomas founded the 
Gloucester group after visiting 
St Vincent’s School in Chelten- 
ham. He was so impressed by 
the work being done there that 
he returned home determined 
to start a voluntary society to 
help spastics and their parents 
in Gloucester. His determina- 
tion encouraged local interest 
to such an extent that within 
a comparatively short time he 
and Mr Derek Spackman, the 
chairman of the Gloucester 
Association, had organised a 
new group in the town. 

Over the years Bill Thomas 
gave unreservedly of his time, 
and was a leading force in all 
the group’s activities. He 
devoted a great deal of effort 
to the group’s charity shop, 
which became an _ unofficial 
welfare centre for parents and 
spastic people. He organised 
functions, undertook fund-rais- 
ing activities and raised money 
for the purchase of the group’s 
ambulance. It was greatly 
due to his efforts that the 
Gloucester Group was kept 
well in the fore of local affairs. 

Bill was a familiar 
figure to the groups in the 
West Region, whose activities 
he and his Group have always 
supported. He will be greatly 
missed from Regional func- 
tions. ° 


— not 
qe ve a 


Children learn a lesson 
about disability 


CHARLES WOOD, the Society’s new North- 
Eastern Senior Regional Officer, has found that 
getting the Society’s message across to school 


workshop into the 
talks he is called upon 
to give at schools. 


‘I found that after a visit- 
ing speaker had come and 
gone, the children had for- 
gotten most of what they'd 
heard and had only a vague 
idea of what it was all 
about. So in order to make 
the impact effective and get 
the children personally in- 
volved, I asked them to do 
a number of very ordinary 
things, but with a differ- 
ence. 

‘I asked them to draw a 
figure on a piece of paper with 
the hand they do not normally 
write with; to take their shoes 
and socks off with one hand 
behind their backs and: then 
put them on again the same 
way; and to write their names 
with their thumbs tucked in. 
Then I called for two volun- 
teers to pour water from a jug 
into a cup whilst blindfolded. 

‘I felt that this would, in a 
small way. give them the sense 
of frustration that handicapped 
people have to live with all the 
After the exercise we 

10. carefully chosen 


time. 
showed 
slides 
monest problems experienced 


children is child’s play. 
He has introduced 
an element of drama- 


ele 


We've also got leather for uppers, linings, insoles and soles, 


The whole shoe. 


You name it, Barrow Hepburn makes it. 
hard-wearing leather for soles. 


for uppers. And everything 


Barrow Hepburn Leather Ltd, 
Tel: 


barrow hepburn 


MABYRN 


CHEMICAL PLANT 


ANTI-CORROSIVE & 
ACID-RESISTANT 
MATERIALS 


Tough, 

Soft, fashionable leather 

in between. 

PO Box 5, Flemingate, Beverley 
0482 881133 

Barrow Hepburn Leather 

makes more of a shoe. 
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RUBBER CO 


LININGS 


TANK AND PIPE 
FABRICATION 


SITE LININGS 


Britannia Works, Dyehouse Lane, 
Smallbridge, Rochdale, Lancs. Tel: 0706 50038 
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wear, dressing gowns and 


@ Ali types of uniforms for 


SPECIALISED CLOTHING 


® Skirts, dresses, shirts, washable trousers, knickers, 


bed- 
bedjackets in modern easy-care 


fabrics. Washable Marathon Dri sheets supplied with a full 
range of bedding and general textiles. 


nursing and domestic staff. 


© Geriatric catalogue on request, 


J. H. BOUNDS LTD 


Stethos House, 68 Sackville Street, Manchester M1 3W}. 
Telephone 061-236 7331/4 
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illustrating. the com- , 


in everyday life by the handi- 
capped such as dressing, shops 
ping and cooking.’ 

The measure of Mr Wood's 
success came when the bell 


Charles Wood 


sounded the end of the lesson 
—instead of rushing away the 
class of 40 at Belmont Birkdale 
School in Harrogate went on 
to discuss the Society’s work. 
Mr Wood, before he joined 
the Society earlier this year, 
worked in Africa on an Oxfam 
project for educationally 
deprived children, ‘It was a 
special two-year project—tI 
took the children from Britain 
200 miles into the bush of 
West Africa to build a school 
for a village, then brought 
them home along with young 


people from the village to 
work on a community project 
over here.’ 

Now Mr Wood, who is 37, 
is working on an even more 
ambitious ‘role-playing’ exer- 
cise. Kt will involve sixth- 
formers, one of whom will 
represent the ‘Local Authority,’ 
another, ‘Action Group,’ and 
thirdly, a ‘Disabled person’ to 
get over the feelings and pres- 
sures felt and exerted by those 
who are doing it in real life, 

‘This way the students will 
get to understand how frus- 
trating it is for the handi- 
capped person, how difficult it 
is for local authorities to meet 
demands made on it and the 
problems of pressure groups.’ 

The scheme is still in an 


experimental stage but if the 
_ success 


first school 
scheme is repeated, it should 
be an impressive triumph 
which could well be copied by 
others who address audiences 
on behalf of the Society. 


SUSIE'S BACK 


SUSIE, the Society’s 
tortoiseshell cat and 
chief rodent operative at 
our London _ head- 
quarters, has been found 
— very hungry, very 


of the 


dirty, but unharmed. As 


reported last month, 
Susie went missing in 
March. She had not 
travelled far, only to an 
adjacent office building 
whose occupiers caught, 
recognised and returned 
our fayourite puss to her 
proper home. 


WILLIAM WALTON 


BON 


Brede, Rye, Sussex. Tel: 


SSS Ss Sin aS a Ses Wa ee Ne Wa Se Sa a Wea We DD, DD Da DD, DD. DSSS 


(PENDLETON) LTD 
High Class Painters 


and Decorators 


Upper Warf Street (off Oldfield Rd) 
Salford M5 4PQ 
Telephone: 061-736 1311 
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ROSELANDS 
PRIVATE HOTEL 


SITUATED IN 7 ACRES 
OF BEAUTIFUL 
COUNTRYSIDE 


Home Baking from Own Farm Produce 


Brede 882338 
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With Best Wishes and Compliments 


BARDEN CASTINGS LTD 


ALUMINIUM FOUNDERS 
GRAVITY DIE AND SAND 


Wolverhampton Airport, Pendeford, Wolverhampton 
Telephone; Fordhouses 7660 
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better days. 


Not that conventional Spastics Shops are like that. 
already enjoy a very high reputation both for the quality of their 
merchandise and the pride which their monagervere take in cheng 
But the new venture is very special, 
‘Home Affairs,’ 
precisely: pots and pans, ovenware, ornaments, pottery 
basket ware, tablecloths, aprons, teacloths and a wide range o yf 
The difference is_ that every item on the 


It is called 


kitchen gadgetry. 
shelves is brand new. 


Trading started on April 30 and the shop in Court Y: . 
Eltham, London SE9, will be open weekdays from 9.30 am io 
5 pm except Thursdays, when it is closed all day, and Saturday, 
when it opens half an hour earlier. 

Welcoming customers will be Mrs Gladys Collier, and au 
the proceeds are in aid of the Society. 4 


She will give a 
dazzling display 


LADIES world snooker and | 
billiards champion, Joyce 
Gardner, will appear at her 
most feminine when she plays 
a billiards exhibition match in 
aid of The Spastics Society at 
Enfield on Monday, May 9. 

For, despite the fact that she 
competes with men in a man’s 
game, Joyce is very much a 
woman. A dazzling redhead, 
she has her hair done and 
makes sure she is wearing her 
most attractive outfit whenever 
she appears in public. 

The match, at Enfield Trades 
and Labour Club and Institute, 
Herewood House, Southbury 
Road, Enfield, Middlesex, will 
be played against John Rea, 
former’ Irish champion and 
world championship finalist. 


Jubilee open day 


THE Society’s Ingfield Manor 
School at Billingshurst, Sussex, 
is celebrating Jubilee Year by 
holding an open day on Wed- 
nesday, May 11, to which mem- 
bers of the public will be wel- 
come. There will be a sale of 
pot plants and other garden 
produce. The Ingfield minia- 
ture railway. will also be on 
display. 


Marshall Pump| 
Systems Ltd | 


BRIDGE STREET, OLDHAM, LANCS © 
TEL: 061-620 4221 
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They 


which deactibes its “7 


Your offers : 
and wants © 


FOR sale: Minivator, virtually 
new and recently serviced 
under contract, with a lef 
hand chair and running 16 
steps, for £300 or nearest offer, 
—Contact Mrs C. Barfoot, 13_ 
Hambledon Road, Southfields, 
SW18, or ring 01-874 7893 after 
6 pm, i 
FOR sale: Newton E ele 
wheelchair, under two ren 
old. Left-hand drive. Com. 
plete with battery and charger, _ 


£180 or near offer.—Apply 
Miss J. Foster, 34 Dere 
Avenue, Tindale Crescent, 


Bishop Auckland, Co Durham 
(telephone Bishop Au 
5722). 

OFFERS invited for Coninell 
Ambulance (November, 1973); _ 
49,000 miles, tail lift, seats 14, — 
and well maintained.—Apply 
Administrator, 69 Wilbury 
Avenue, Hove. Telephone; 
Brighton 778228. ey 


and 


Two become one — 


THE Central Council for the” 
Disabled and the British Coun- 
cil for Rehabilitation of the 
Disabled are to amalgamat 


DISTRIBUTORS OF A COMPLETE RANGE OF PUNE ae 
§ Ma 


First Come - First Served 


NEW ‘BATRICAR’ | 


Electric Vehicles at over 


20% DISCOUNT 


2 only at £400 each. One other slightly used £3 
At these prices only because room required 


FRED TOMPKINS 
MOTORS LTD 


Northampton 34455’6 oe 


With best wishes and complimen 


MOLE-RICHARDSON 


(Stage and Studio Engineering) 


LTD. 


Brunel Way, Mundford Road, Thetford, 
Norfolk 


pressions. : 


groups in the Mid- 


flation at bay by expand- 
g their fund-raising 
ctivities. But some had 
roblems. It might be 
ecessary to call on the 


dditional support said Mr 
. Wright, Chairman of 
he Midlands Regional Co- 
rdinating Committee. 

Mr Wright was survey- 
ng the past year at the 
idlands Regional Day, 
tended by more than 350 
epresentatives of local 
foups, at the University of 
Leicester in April. Parents 
e able to leave their 
ildren to play happily at 
reche manned by Red 
ss workers and Police 
| 

Ladets, 

f Mr Wright said the most 
Inportant event had been the 
pening of the regional holi- 
ty bungalow at Skegness. Like 
} other bungalows run by 
foups in the Midlands, the 
odation had been fully 
~oked throughout the holi- 


} 
inf 
| 
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y season and was also being 
yed-during the winter. 
/fnflation, he said, was creat- 
ig problems for the ten 
bups responsible for running 
\% Lincolnshire Spastics 
fpaire at Scunthorpe and it 
Het be necessary to call on 


re prosperous groups for 


oe 


E long arm of the law lends a helping hand in the 
pe of Police Cadet John Drage, of the Leicestershire 

’, with young Darren Fletcher and his brother Mark, 
bse parents attended the conference. 


additional support. Other 
groups in the Region were also 
facing financial difficulties, 
two of these having lost the 
support of local authorities. 
At the same time, some groups 
had increased co-operation 


with local councils during the . 


year. 

Most groups in the region, 
however, were managing to 
cope with inflation by expand- 
ing their fund-raising activi- 
ties and getting good support 
from. the public. He urged 


Perea 


Lo 


DR Eva Alberman, of the 
Paediatric Research Unit at 
Guy’s Hospital, which is 
funded by the Society, lec- 
tured on the Unit’s research 
into the causes of cerebral 
palsy. 


ST some of the 350 strong audience drawn from all over the Midlands who attended 
Regional Conference. They are taking the day very seriously—judging by their 


groups to make proper budgets 
for the coming year and to 
send representatives to the 
Regional Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee if they did not already 
do so, 


The theme of the confer- 
ence was ‘Looking to the 
Future. Speakers included Dr 
Eve Alberman from the 
Paediatric Research Unit of 
Guy’s Hospital who talked 
about the unit’s research into 
the causes of cerebral palsy. 
Mr Dennis Grey, HM Inspec- 
tor, Special Education, 
addressed the conference about 
“The future of special educa- 
tion for the handicapped 
child.’ Mr Philip Dyer, head 
of the Society’s Employment 
Department, spoke of the pros- 
pects of employment for handi- 
capped school leavers. 

An innovation was for dele- 
gates to split up into three 
groups to hear the speakers, 
who occupied separate lecture 
halls. Then each talk was 
repeated after lunch to a new 
group of delegates. In 
addition, the Midlands 
Regional Social Workers held 
a symposium for Group Home 
Visitors. This followed-up a 
seminar held recently at the 
Society’s Family Services and 
Assessment Centre in Fitzroy 
Square, London. 

The session at the confer- 
ence was very. popular and 
organisers hope that many 
groups who have not already 
appointed home visitors will be 
encouraged to do so. Those 
taking part in the discussion 
stressed that home visitors had 
to be very carefully selected as 
a gossipy type of person would 
not be at all suitable. 

All delegates attended the 
final session when Mr Rodney 
Brooks, the Society’s Director 
of Finance, spoke about future 
policy. He said it was import- 
ant to plan ahead for the most 


efficient allocation of resources. 


By doing this, the Society had 
been able to reduce its deficit 
by £500,000 up to the end of 
1976. 

Referring ‘to economic diffi- 
culties specifically affecting the 
Midlands Region, he men- 
tioned the closure of the 
Mount Family Help Unit at 
Nottingham. The centre was 
costing £44,000 a year to run 
and was not being fully used 
owing to lack of local 
authority support. 

A feasibility study was being 
carried out to examine the pos- 
sibility of turning the centre 
into a residential schoot for 
handicapped children. Mr 
Brooks said that local people 
who had worked hard to raise 
money for the Mount over the 
years would be pleased if the 
building could continue to be 
used by the handicapped, 

April, he said, was a busy 


andrasing is boosted 
fo cope with inflation 


A REFRESHMENT break 
at the Midlands Regional 
conference for Clem Wood, 
chairman of the East Staf- 
fordshire Spastics Society, 
Frank Wright, the confer- 
ence chairman, and Tom 
Rickinson and Bob 
Edwards, both of the Mid- 
Jands Spastics Association. 


time of year for the Society’s 
Finance Division when all out- 
standing accounts had to be 
sent in and statements from 
Jocal treasurers examined. He 
urged all Midlands groups to 
prepare their budgets for the 
coming year with great care 
and said there was consider- 
able advantage in a five-year 
plan for'predictable needs such 
as motor transport and build- 
ings. 

A  sufvey made among 
groups in the Midlands Region 
showed that fund-raising varied 
between 5.3p per head of the 
population in the more active 
groups and 0.2p per, head in 
less fortunate areas, he said. 


SHELLEY Bark, of Systow, soon found plenty of friends 
among the junior Red Cross members Janice Potter, 
Louise Dakin and Dianne Potter, along with her brother 
Graham and Jane Stidexer. 


a a a 


LONDON 


The National Aids for the Disabled 
Exhibition and Conference 


MAKE A DATE TO VISIT 


naidex '77 


The Royal Horticultural Society's 
New Hall 


GREYCOAT STREET * WESTMINSTER 


November 9-12, 1977 


MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND SQUARE METRES OF 
DISPLAY AREA FOR PROMOTING 
THE LATEST EQUIPMENT FOR THE DISABLED 
FROM LEADING UK AND FOREIGN MANUFACTURERS 


LONDON LONDON 


Further details are now available from 


NAIDEX CONVENTIONS LIMITED 


Temple House, 36 High Street, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 I}G 
Telephone : (0732) 59533/4. Telex: 95604 YNLTD 
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r2 SPASTICS NEWS 


ash cuts which lead 


to death or being — 


handicapped for life 


THERE was swift support from The Spastics 
Society to last week’s call from a leading medical 
expert for more money to be spent on prevent- 
ing stillborn and handicapped children. 


Professor Stuart Camp- 
bell, head of obstetrics and 
gynaecology at King’s Col- 
lege Hospital; London, 
described cash cuts in his 
field as ‘a total disgrace’. 
He said that lack of staff 
and lack of facilities in ob- 
stetrics are increasing the 
number of deaths and the 
number of spastic and 
brain damaged children. 


What was the use of pour- 
ing money into hospitals to 
care for the handicapped, he 
asked, when we should be re- 
ducing the number of children 
born with brain damage ? 


All sentiments with which 
the Society is in firm agree- 
ment. It has spent millions of 
pounds on research into the 
causes and prevention of 
handicap, and has constantly 
campaigned for more Govern- 
ment money to be spent on 
what Mr James Loring, the 
Society’s Director, has des- 
cribed as the ‘neglected field’ 
of prevention. 


Mr Loring told Spastics 
News that he welcomed Pro- 
fessor Campbell’s call for 
action of the sort which the 
Society had been advocating 
for many years. 

Mr Loring has frequently 
pointed out that if current re- 
search findings were applied. 
it Was estimated that nearly 
half the cases of cerebral: 


—— 


Sang her way 


LITTLE Christine Soady, 


13, 


palsy could be prevented, In 
human terms this meant that 
of the six spastic children born 
daily, three of them will be 
born undamaged, and without 
the tragedy of handicap 
throughout their lives, 

Tt was also sound economic 
sense to prevent handicap said 
Mr Loring, because keeping 
one severely handicapped spas- 
tic person from birth to 65, 
could cost the community 
aeasly a million. 


| THE Shalimar hotel, 
| better days. 


sight. 


| Simmons: 

The hotel has also 
got anew name — it’s 
| now the Garwood 
| Hotel — a memorial 
| to the late Jean Gar- 

_wood whose energy, 


to Albert Hall 


was the star solo singer at an 


Eisteddfod. held at the Society’s Ingfield Manor School and 


as a result she found herself 
Hall, 
and Lintie Shirley, 11 (centre 


But she didn’t have to sing a note. 


on the stage of the Royal Albert 
Christine (centre left) 
right), presented bouquets to the 


soloists after the highly successful performance of Beethoven's 
Missa Solemnis, which was in aid of their school. 

They were accompanied by Lyn Wallis (first left), one of 
Ingfield’s houseparents, and Lesley Herring (first right), a Com- 
munity Service Volunteer working at Ingfield until the summer 


when she leaves to train as 


a social worker. 


Royal | Jubilee Appeal mops up money 3 | 


Cont. from page 1, 


month —- of the clinic ‘set up 
by the Society's Epping Forest 
and District group. 


Peter Murrish.’ who has 
raised many thousands of 
pounds in big capital cam- 


paigns for the Society, told 
Spastics News that as far as 
his work is concerned he does 
not think there is much chance 
of mounting a _— successful 
major appeal this year when 
so many people who would 
normally be expected to sup- 
port it will be giving to the 


Jubilee Appeal. ‘It will just 
give them an excuse to say 
“No”, he said. ‘I will be con- 
centrating on the background 
work for the time being — 
and there is a lot of organising 
to do before you launch a 
campaign for £75,000 or so.’ 

Mr Murrish thinks that the 
level of giving to charities will 
be’ down this year, as so much 
of the available money goes to 
the Jubilee Appeal. and he 
hopes that people will not for- 
get the continuing require- 
ments of other causes. 

But Peter Jordan, who runs 


Bognor Regis, 
After four years of genteel decay 
overlooking the Sussex sea-front it was a sorry 
Then it was bought and converted by a 
| consortium of local groups in the Society’s South 
East Region, and now, 
‘It’s a beautiful place.’ 


: 


had seen 


in the words of Jack 


enthusiasm and. hard 
cash, along with the 
efforts of three par- 
ents of spastic. child- 
ren, launched the 
Society back in 1952. 


Jack is the hotel manager 
and when he opened the 
doors of the hotel to its first 
guests he had a wealth of 
experience behind him, for 
he was previously manager 
of the Society’s Arundel 
Hotel, and deputy manager 
of the Bedfont. 


‘We haven’t been officially 
opened —that ceremony is 
going to. be performed by 


Lavinia, Duchess of Norfolk, 
in July—but we opened in time 


postal appeals for the Society, 
replied: “There is no defeatism 
here’ when asked by Spastics 
News how he thought the 
Jubilee Appeal would conflict 
with Society fund-raising. 
There is, after all, the 
glamour of a letter of thanks 
from Buckingham Palace when 
people.send Jubilee donations. 
He is sending out a first. day 
cover on May 11, the day that 
the Jubilee stamp is issued, to 
half-a-million known Society 
supporters. The four-colour en- 
velope will bear the Queen’s 
Jubilee” seal, the Society's 


| collected by 


Facelift transformed a 
hotel by the sea 


for Christmas and we had a 
full house. We can accom- 
modate 15 or 16 with eight 
double bedrooms upstairs and 
eight down. Because we have 
no lift, we give the upstairs 
rooms to those that can walk 
and save the downstairs rooms 
for those in wheelchairs, and 
we welcome people irrespective 
of their disabilities. The place 
has got a lovely warm family 
atmosphere. : 

Jack, 58, has a flat on the 
premises and the cook and a 
general assistant. also live in. 
The alarm. system runs 
between each of the guest 
rooms to both Jack’s flat and 
the staff room. There are five 
care staff in addition to the 
secretary, the driver, cook, and 
two domestics, but no night 
staff. Local authorities subsi- 
dise_the cost, which is £42 per 
week in the season and £35 
per week out of season. 

The beach is just 150 yards 
away, the shops half that, and 
Jack points out that the hotel 
is ideally situated for anyone 
in a wheelchair because there 
is so much ease of access. 


icy 200 tron 


ladies loo 


ONE of the -Society’s 
collectors is really flushed 
with success for Mr J. H. 
Martin has found a site for 
a Susie doll which is a real 
convenience. 

The collecting doll stands in 
the ladies toilets run by Don- 
caster council at Bawtry. And 
it seems that the good ladies 
of Bawtry—grateful for - the 
immaculate state of the loo— 
are only too willing to spend 
more than a penny when they 
pay a visit. 

April’s bumper clear out of 
cash brings the grand total 
Susie in her 
unusual setting to over £3,200, 


and helpers 


Silver Jubilee seal, and in the 
spirit of the Appeal, the letter 
inside will ask for money for 
Beaumont College, which the 
Society will establish at Lan- 
caster for handicapped young 
people. 

And no spirit of gloom from 
one Society fund-raiser who 
said: ‘We will just have to 
work harder to raise money, 
won't we? The Queen’s Jubilee 
is a marvellous thing, and is 
making people feel happier 
and more willing to help 
others. It will be to our advan- 
tage in the end’ 


Careless rapture... 


A LANCASHIRE | lass 
married a Lancashire lad 


but they had to come to 
London to do it! 


Ronald Fazackerley had 
_known Janet Mailer for 
years—they both lived at 
the Cheshire Home in Gar- 
stang, Lancs, but it wasn’t 
till they moved to the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics 
Good Neighbours House in 
| Southwark, South London, 
that there was accommoda- 
tion to enable them to 
marry. 


Janet’s white satin gown 
trimmed with silver was 
made by neighbours, and 
| special guests were Sylvia 


... But no careless talk \ 


THE 12 residents at 


Good _  Neighbour’s 
House in Southwark 
run by the Stars Organ- 
isation for Spastics 
would have done the 
Secret Service proud. 


Sworn to. secrecy, 
they kept their pledge, 
and made sure they 
were in front of the 
TV tuned to Thames 
Television on Wednes- 
day, April 13. For they 
knew something that 
SOS vice - president 
and vice - chairman, 
actor Brian Rix, didn’t 
— that he was the sub- 
ject of ‘This Is Your 
Life’ that night. 

The Good Neighbour’s 
House came into the pic- 
ture because that was 
where the special tribute 
from Dickie Henderson to 
Brian was filmed. 

Dickie, like Brian, is a 
past Chairman of SOS in 
addition to being a long- 
standing and close friend of 
the star of British farce. As 
Brian was one of the SOS 
founders, Dickie thought it 
would be a nice idea to use 
the latest SOS project as a 
backdrop for his good 
wishes. i 

Dickie, also a current Vice- 
President, knew he couldn't 
appear live when the pro- 
gramme was to be transmitted 
because he would be enter- 
taining on the QE2. 

So a fortnight before the 
programme went on the air the 
TV camera rolled at Good 
Neighbour’s House for the 
first time, and all the residents 


MAY 1973 


Syms, chairman of the 
Good Neighbours House 
Management Committee, — 
Leslie Crowther, an SOS 
vice-president, and _ SOS 
member Steve Emerson. 
Bridesmaids were Alison 
Mailer, Janet’s niece, and 
Vicky Plummer, daughter 
of—one of the care staff, 


\ 
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Janet was given away by 
i! 


her brother, Robert, and 
Alan Talbot was best man, 
Good Neighbours House 
now has three sets ~ of 
married couples. John 
Philpott and Oriel Cronin 
were married at Feltham, — 
Middlesex, on April 2, and 
Steve and Celia Smith 
married in October 


| 
: 
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knew was that the cameraman 
had’ arriyed. . 

But within minutes they 7 
had not only guessed that if 7 
was for ‘This is your Life, bul 7 
also worked out who -was the 7) 
celebrity subject of the pro- — 


gramme. And that’s when they 
joined the select band of 7 
“Those in the know and 77 


promised not to tet on. 


Beauty gave 
to the end 


BEAUTY the pig, one of 7 
Shropshire Spastics Societys 
hardest working fund-raisers. 7) 
has made her last contribution 
to group finances. 
She produced more than 100. 
piglets and brought in almost 
£500, but since giving birth 
to her ninth litter in Novem _ 
ber she has twice failed @ 
conceive again and has now# 
gone the way of all ‘poreil 
flesh. » || 
AS Mr Ted Cowen of ie, 
Shropshire Spastics Society” 
put it, ‘There must be an ene 4] 
to all things and Beauty en 
in a cloud of glory with % 
official contribution of £72 fot 
our funds. 
‘Unfortunately as there aft 
no geriatric wards in the Ppl 
market, £20 of that amo 
was Beauty’s own personal cot 


tribution. The other £52 Way 
from the sale of her 1a% 
litter.’ - 


Beauty was. given to 
Shropshire group some 
ago by Mr George Pearce, ® 
Nesscliffe, who looked aft 
her and since then she has pr 
duced 116 Piglets, 97 of 
lived to raise a total of £4 
for Shropshire spastics. 
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